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 DARTFORD PLANNING ENFORCEMENT PLAN 2019 

 

 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework 2019 advises that local planning 
authorities should consider publishing a local enforcement plan in order to 
manage enforcement proactively, in a way that is appropriate to their area. The 
draft Dartford Planning Enforcement  Plan 2019 describes the purpose of the 
Council’s planning enforcement service and how that service will be delivered 
within the Borough. 

 

2.  RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That the draft Dartford Planning Enforcement Plan 2019, at Appendix A to the 

report, be adopted. 
 

 
3.  Background 

 
3.1. The National Planning Policy Framework 2019 advises, at paragraph 58, 

that local planning authorities should consider publishing a local 
enforcement plan in order to manage enforcement proactively, in a way 
that is appropriate to their area. The NPPF recommends that “This 
should set out how they will monitor the implementation of planning 
permissions, investigate alleged cases of unauthorised development 
and take action where appropriate”. 

 
3.2. The response to an alleged breach of planning control is at the discretion 

of the Council and will be related to the nature and degree of any 
demonstrable harm caused. A local enforcement plan therefore provides 
an opportunity for the Council to set out how it will investigate planning 
complaints, monitor development and decide on what action to take. 

4. Draft Dartford Planning  Enforcement Plan 
 

4.1. A draft Dartford Planning Enforcement Plan 2019 (DPEP) is attached at 
Appendix A. The DPEP is based on current practice.  There is no change 
to the way the service is operated but publication and adoption of the 
DPEP will provide clarity, certainty and consistency for members of the 
public and developers as to how planning breaches will be dealt with. 
The DPEP describes the purpose of the Council’s planning enforcement 
service and how that service will be delivered to the residents of the 
Borough of Dartford. The objective is to provide an efficient enforcement 
service, which is focused on protecting the community against harmful 
development in a way that is clear, consistent and proportionate to the 
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harm being caused by any breaches identified.  In developing this local 
enforcement plan, the Council has had regard to the Regulators’ Code. 
 

4.2. The DPEP sets out the purpose of planning enforcement and gives 
examples of breaches and non-breaches of planning control. It advises 
how the public can request investigation into a planning breach and how 
the Council will consider and prioritise investigations. It seeks to 
summarise the investigation process and the legislation that the Council 
has to take into account in undertaking investigations, the various 
potential outcomes following investigation and the powers and methods 
that will be used to resolve breaches of planning control. It also provides 
brief advice, principally aimed at developers with regard to the Council’s 
approach to enforcing s106 agreements and the non-payment of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy. Finally, it advises on the level of service 
to be given and signposts further information. 
 

4.3. In order to ensure that the DPEP is up-to-date, there is a commitment to 
an annual review and/or the making of in-year amendments, if 
necessary, in response to customer feedback, changes in 
legislation/case law and national enforcement guidance. 
 

4.4. The DPEP will be published on the Council’s website. 
 

5. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 
5.1 The overall vision for the Dartford Borough Council’s Corporate Plan is: 

“To make Dartford “the place of quality and choice, a place where 
people choose to live, work and enjoy their leisure time”. 
It is considered that planning enforcement underpins this aim. 
 
The following strategic objectives are considered to be relevant: 

 
ET 2.  Ensure that development in Dartford is sustainable, with high 

standards of design, layout and water/energy efficiency. 
ET 4.  Ensure a high quality street scene. 
PS 2.  Inform and consult residents and stakeholders about Council 

services. 
 
6. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 

Financial Implications None.  The document will be made available in 
electronic format on the Council’s website.   

Equalities The Council has undertaken a customer access 
review attached at Appendix B, which concludes 
that the impacts of the Dartford Planning 
Enforcement Plan are unknown at this stage.It 
is a new requirement under planning policy to 
prepare a local enforcement plan and the 
groups affected are unknown until an 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/300126/14-705-regulators-code.pdf
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investigation is underway. However, following 
publication of the DPEP an initial review will be 
undertaken to address any comments or 
representation made by those affected by it. 
The DPEP will then be reviewed annually or 
sooner as necessary and the Customer Access 
Review will be carried out again at this time.  

Legal Implications As referred to in the DPEP 

Staffing Implications None.   

Administrative 
Implications 

None. 

Risk Assessment The DPEP is intended to clarify how the Council 
operates its enforcement service and how work 
will be prioritised. 

 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 

Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Draft Dartford Planning Enforcement Plan 2019 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

Documents consulted Report Author Section and 
Directorate 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

 

 National Planning Policy Framework 
2019 

 Regulator’s Code 2014 

Sonia Bunn 
(01322) 343620 

Development 
Management 
External 
Services  

N/A 

 


